
 

 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 

Baptism of our Lord 

Service of Holy Communion 
 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved 

Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all 

righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring 

forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of 

baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the 

Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal 

mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in 

need of God’s healing. 
 

St. Andrew Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 

860 583 5809  standrewct.org 

https://www.facebook.com/Standrewct 
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NOTE: If you wish to look at the music, # indicates hymns found 

in the back of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) or All 

Creation Sings (ACS) as indicated.  
 

+GATHERING+ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise   arr. by M. Hayes 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

P We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

C. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 

family. 
 

P Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom. 
 

C  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

P We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
 

C  and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 

Christ. 
 

P  Shower us with your Spirit, 
 

C  and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 

P  To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
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Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  This Is the Spirit's Entry Now  ELW # 448 
 

1 This is the Spirit's entry now: 

 the water and the word, 

 the cross of Jesus on your brow, 

 the seal both felt and heard. 
 

2 This miracle of life reborn 

 comes from the Lord of breath; 

 the sinless one from life was torn; 

 our life comes through his death. 
 

3 Let water be the sacred sign 

 that we must die each day 

 to rise again by his design 

 as foll'wers of his way. 
 

4 Renewing Spirit, hear our praise 

 for your baptismal pow'r 

 that washes us through all our days. 

 Come, cleanse again this hour. 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make 

all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be 

your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

+WORD+ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 

CHILDRENS’ BIBLE STORY TIME  

Children may leave worship with the teachers for Bible Story 

Time.  They will return during the Hymn of the Day. 
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FIRST READING                                                       Isaiah 42:1-9 

God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring 

justice to the nations. The servant will not exercise authority 

boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the 

fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have been 

fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the 

nations. 
 

 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 3a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth; 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 5Thus says God, the LORD, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 

  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

  a light to the nations, 

  7to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to idols. 

 9See, the former things have come to pass, 

  and new things I now declare; 

 before they spring forth, 

  I tell you of them. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM When You Pass Through the Waters 

Text from Isaiah 43; music by Paul Weber 
 

Fear not, fear not, for I have redeemed you:  

I have called you by name, you are mine.  

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you: 

when you walk through fire, you shall not be burned; 

and the flame shall not consume you. 

For I am the Lord your God, I am the Lord your God,  

the Holy One, your Savior. 
 

Fear not, fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 

SECOND READING Acts 10: 34-43 

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from 

Gentiles and proclaims the good news of God’s inclusive 

forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As 

a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become 

the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 

understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 

anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 

hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day 

and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded 

us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, | the 

Beloved,* with whom I | am well pleased." Alleluia. (Matt. 3:17) 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 3:13-17 

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, 

touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child. 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 

Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 

this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And 

when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 

water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 

the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Down Galilee's Slow Roadways     ACS #916   
 

1 Down Galilee's slow roadways a stranger traveled on 

 from Nazareth to Jordan to be baptized by John. 

 He went down to the waters like soldier, scribe, and slave, 

 but there within the river the sign was birth and grave. 
 

2 Arising from the river he saw the heavens torn; 

 it seemed the sky so open revealed the Spirit's form. 

 The holy dove descended amid a glorious voice: 

 "You are my own beloved, my child, my heart, my choice." 
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3 We too have found a roadway; it led us to this place. 

 We all have had to travel in search of hope and grace. 

 But now beside this water again a voice is heard. 

 "You are my own, my chosen, beloved of your Lord." 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

        creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

        born of the virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried; 

        he descended to the dead. 

        On the third day he rose again; 

        he ascended into heaven, 

        he is seated at the right hand of the Father 

        and he will come to judge the living and the 

        dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit 

        the holy catholic church 

        the communion of saints 

        the forgiveness of sins 

        the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

… Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

… and power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 
 

Dedication of New Camera and Microphone Equipment for 

Steaming Services given in honor of the Rev. Ron Jackson by his 

family. 
 

SHARE THE PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

+MEAL+ 

God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need. You may submit your 

offering electronically by using the secure URL: 
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https://goo.gl/a8YekB (capitalization matters).  
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE   Now the Silence  ELW 460 
 

 Now the silence 

 Now the peace 

 Now the empty hands uplifted 

 Now the kneeling 

 Now the plea 

 Now the Father's arms in welcome 
  

Now the hearing 

 Now the pow'r 

 Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 

 Now the body 

 Now the blood 

 Now the joyful celebration 
 

 Now the wedding 

 Now the songs 

 Now the heart forgiven leaping 

 Now the Spirit's visitation 

 Now the Son's epiphany 

 Now the Father's blessing 

 Now 

 Now 

 Now 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your 

glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY HOLY 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
 

Holy God, 

you alone are holy, 

you alone are God. 
 

The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; 

beneath the sea; 

within each cell; 

with every breath. 

We praise you, O God. 
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Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; 

by night and day; 

across the wilderness; 

out of exile; 

into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; 

near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; 

among the poor; 

with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, 

he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us 

on the way, 

at the table, 

and to the end, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; 

within this meal; 

among your people; 

throughout the world. 
 

Blessing, praise, and thanks 

to you, holy God, 

through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, 

in your church, 

without end. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

You are invited to come forward to the front of the nave to 

receive the Meal.  The bread will be distributed by the Presiding 

Minister.  Gluten free wafers are available.  Please ask.  The 

wine, served in small glasses, can be received on either side of 

the front.  Also in each tray you will find glasses containing 

white grape juice as an alternative to the wine.  Return to your 

seats via the side aisles, placing your empty glasses in the 

baskets provided along the way.  In returning to your seats, 

pause to pray and give thanks for the life- giving graces you 

have received in this holy meal offered us by the crucified-risen 

Jesus. 
 

Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  Lamb of God  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
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+SENDING+ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus ELW #451 
 

1 We are baptized in Christ Jesus, 

 we are baptized in his death; 

 that as Christ is raised victorious, 

 we might live a brand new life. 

 And if we have been united 

 in a dreadful death like his, 

 we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 

2 In the water and the witness, 

 in the breaking of the bread, 

 in the waiting arms of Jesus 

 who is risen from the dead, 

 God has made a new beginning 

 from the ashes of our past; 

 in the losing and the winning we hold fast. 
 

3 Glory be to God the Father, 

 glory be to Christ the Son, 

 glory to the Holy Spirit, 

 ever three and ever one; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 glory now resounds again 

 in a song that has no ending. Amen 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Kyle Galvin,  

Noah Galvin 
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Altar Guild: Arlene Creswell and AJ Trudel 
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The Power of a God Who Is Humble 

 

From the time Jesus first presented himself for baptism by John 

until today, Christians have puzzled over why Jesus had to be 

baptized. The act of baptism was understood to be an act of 

repentance and the cleansing of one’s sins. John does not 

understand why Jesus; whose sandals John is “not worthy to 

carry” (Matt. 3:11) should seek to be baptized. Instead, John 

declares to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you” (Matt. 3:14). 

Why should the Son of God, who is without sin, need to be 

baptized? 

Frederick Dale Bruner, in Matthew: A Commentary (Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), says that he considers Jesus’ first 

miracle to have occurred at his baptism. The miracle is that 

Jesus was humble. The divine Son of God humbles himself by 

allowing John to baptize him. This act of humility is an act of 

obedience to God and solidarity with all humankind. Jesus has 

no sins to be forgiven. However, for us, he goes down to the 

river of repentance with all the other sinners to be baptized. 

Jesus’ baptism, his first adult act as recorded in Matthew’s 

gospel, gives us a clear indication of how Jesus will act for his 

entire life. The Son of God will come down with us, on our level, 

identifying with our needs. His baptism, then, foreshadows how 

his life will end, on the cross. In his death, Jesus experiences the 

worst we could ever experience as mortal humans. But, 

because Jesus united with us in baptism, we are united with 

him in both his death and resurrection. The barriers that 

separate us from God, including the barriers of sinfulness, 

mortality, and death, are broken by Jesus’ obedience to God, 

through his humility to come down to us in the depths of our 

humanity. 


