GOOD NEWS – April 2018
The stone is rolled away.
The tomb is empty.
There is nothing to see among the dead,
leave the vestiges, the grave clothes behind.
Death’s stench gives way
to budding, blooming new creation.
Come to the garden.
Come and see.
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green. #379 ELW, verse 1
With the resurrection of our Lord celebrated April 1st, all of April unfolds this story re-creation before us
– in the natural world around us, in church, in our lives of faith. The brown grass gives way to green.
The bare trees bud. Flowers emerge from the cracked earth. Bird song builds. Bees begin to buzz.
Yesterday, gathering with Episcopal and Lutheran pastors and priests at the Episcopal Church Camp
Washington in Morris, we walked around the camp paying attention to the signs of death and decay
that would feed and bring forth new life, looking at the ways death brings life and life brings death and
the interconnectedness of creation. The resurrection promise is for all creation and we root ourselves
in that reality recognizing the signs, watching and seeing the renewal of the world around us.
In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
thinking that he would never wake again,
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green. #379 ELW, verses 2-3
Church rings with Alleluias. Flowers, butterflies punctuate our space. Stories and glad songs of how
and where and when we see and hear and speak signs of the resurrected Christ in our midst. The
Easter season, the crowning season of the church year, (a week of weeks – 50 days), is about seeing
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Christ risen, Christ present among us in the breaking of the bread, Christ Spirit poured out for us. Like
Thomas, we find healing in the wounds of Christ born for us. Like the disciples gathered hiding in a
quiet room, Christ enters in, calms our racing hearts and minds, shares a meal. Like sheep searched
out and cared for by the good shepherd, we find ourselves again through the call and care of the
good shepherd. We see ourselves not as rejected, or screw ups, but as beloved and important. Like
the recovering wintry branches attached to the strong and supple vine, what is dead in our lives is
pruned back, and as we continue to be attached to the source of life, we grow anew.
When our lives are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
love is come again like wheat arising green. #379 ELW, verses 4
Come and learn to see the ever-always life offered.
Come look for signs of new life emerging from death.
Come to the garden, and breathe in new life.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Peace+
Pr. Stephanie
Triduum: The Great Three Days
A liturgy in three acts
What was begun Maundy Thursday, with the telling of the Last Supper, the command to love as
Jesus has loved, to serve as Jesus has served, and the betrayal, continues through Good
Friday as we hear the passion narrative of John and place ourselves at the foot of the cross
together with the needs of the world, and continues through the Easter Vigil. Together we
proclaim and participate in the central mystery of our faith, the death and resurrection of Christ.

Good Friday, March 30, 7:00 p.m. (Tenebrae)
Jesus draws us to himself and to the heart of God, as promised, as he is lifted up on the
cross. With boldness we approach this throne of grace with humility in prayer. This dramatic
service tells of the end of Jesus time here among us in the flesh in words and music, light and
darkness, prayer and adoration.

Easter Vigil, March 31, 6:30 p.m.
(Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 355 Camp St., Bristol)
We do not host this service here at St. Andrew, but our neighbors at Gloria Dei do. Feel free to
join our Lutheran family here for this dramatic service where we light the new fire, give thanks
for light, tell central stories to our faith, remember our baptism, and proclaim a new creation in
Christ.
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50 Days of Easter begin now

Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 1, 6:30 a.m. (Federal Hill Gazebo)
The Bristol Area Association of Ministry, representing all of the Christian communities of Bristol,
invites you to the annual Bristol Easter sunrise service at the Federal Hill Green gazebo, located
between Maple Street and Queen Street. All are invited to attend this beautiful and simple
service of worship, greeting the sunrise and giving thanks for Christ’s resurrection. Parking is
available on the street or at the First Congregational Church, 31 Maple Street. In case of
inclement weather, the sunrise service will be held at the First Congregational Church.

The Resurrection of our Lord
Easter Sunday, April 1, 9:30 a.m.
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! With signs of the resurrection everywhere, join us in
our Easter joy as our shouts and songs of Alleluia ring, banners wave, trumpet sounds and our
sanctuary rings with the good news! Young people process in with Alleluia banners long buried,
and during the service cover our bare cross with spring buds. Come hear (smell, see, taste,
feel) the good news. Service is followed by an Easter Egg hunt for the kids, and festive coffee
for all.

Worship with us weekly in Easter
Saturdays at 4 p.m./Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
The Easter season is about seeing: Christ risen, Christ present among us in the breaking of the
bread, Christ spirit poured out on the church. At Easter we proclaim in Christ life is stronger than
death. Love wins. We hear post resurrection appearance from John and Luke with clues for us
about how we see this good news for ourselves.

CONCLUSION TO LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR
April 4, 6 p.m. (St. Andrew)
We conclude our series learning about our Muslim neighbor with our Lutheran siblings from
Gloria Dei Lutheran, and our most excellent leader, the Rev. Dr. David Grafton with one final
celebration here at St. Andrew.
As we have entered the season of Easter and joyful celebration, our meal will be a potluck
offering. Bring something that brings you joy. If that’s soup, (Great!), you are not alone. If that’s
tacos, wonderful… or baked chicken, or mandarin almond salad… you understand. There is a
sign up in the Social Hall.
The Rev. Dr. David D. Grafton, a pastor of the ELCA who has worked with the ELCA in
Christian-Muslim Relations both in the US and abroad, leads us in our long awaited, too often
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snowed out session, on Women and Islam, Sharia Law and other common questions. We will
conclude our time together and our snowy series with the full Holden Evening Prayer.
Children are welcome. There is separate but connected space available for children. We will
leave the doors open and have activities available (coloring, play doh, books). Supervision is
not provided.

Education
: Love is >. This Easter season we look at stories where God’s love transforms us,
changes us for the better. There are so many examples of this in the Bible, we had a
hard time choosing. Of course there will be new songs to learn, silly games, dramatic
presentations, crafts and blessings a plenty to be had.
5:15 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

WoW: Session 1
Youth Choir
Pizza Dinner
WoW: Session 2
Handbells
Voice Choir

All we ask is a contribution towards pizza and signing up once a month to bring salad or dessert
for all.
April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24
May 1

Mary Magdalene
Road to Emmaus
Off for School Vacation
Zacchaeus
Moses

Confirmands Volunteer Possibilities:
With just a few months left to get all your community service and church service hours in, here
are a few possibilities.
· Property Day Clean Up, May 5, 9 a.m. Speak with Mr. Don Zurell
· WoW, Assist with WoW Tuesday evenings 5 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. Speak with Pr. Stephanie
· Assist/Host with Coffee Hour Sunday mornings. Call the church office.
· Usher Sunday mornings. Speak with Mr. Tessman.
· Attend a scheduled meeting, like Council April 5 at 6:30 p.m., Stewardship 4/8 at 11 a.m.
· Work on the church yard/property picking up sticks, cleaning up, helping Kathy Cutter and Ellie
Miller prepare/plant gardens.
· Village Green: Saturday April 28 either 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. Play games and interact with
residents. Speak with Donna Ropp if you would like to participate.
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Confirmation Calumet Retreat!
We are getting closer! Thanks to Wendy Carros and Chuck Simmons for signing up to chaperon
for us. Confirmands and their faithful and fearless chaperons head up to Lake Ossipee and
Camp Calumet April 20 through 22 for an exciting weekend of faith, fun, and fellowship,
getting to know God and one another. We will be focusing on prayer and different ways we
communicate with God – what do we say, how do we say it, how do we listen for God’s
response. Pray for us – safe travel, good times, memorable moments, and deepened
relationships with God and one another. There will be a brief organizational meeting at the end
of Confirmation Class April 9 at 6:45 p.m. in the 1st year class room. Departure is 4 p.m. April
20, and we are due to arrive back at 5 p.m. Sunday, April 22.

Luther Sunday Adult Forum. Back by popular demand, Pr. Stephanie is offering another
Luther course some Sunday mornings following worship in the chapel.
We will be reading through Luther’s The Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1520) written
soon after the 95 Theses, and beginning to expand Luther’s thought on much needed reforms in
the church. Despite the daunting title, this book addresses often asked questions about what
makes a sacrament a sacrament, and how Luther’s understanding departs from the church of
his time, in ways that hold true today. From the introduction, “In the Babylonian Captivity of the
Church, Luther sets forth a reconsideration of the sacramental Christian life that centers on the
Word. His these is that the papacy had distorted the sacraments with its own traditions and
regulations, transforming them into a system of control and coercion…”
Sunday, April 15
Sunday, April 29
Sunday, May 6
Sunday, May 27
Sunday, June 3

Session 1: Introduction, Lord’s Supper
Session 2: Mass as a sacrifice or good work
Session 3: Baptism
Session 4: Confession, Confirmation, Marriage & More
Session 5: Divorce, Ordination, Extreme Unction
Grab a cup of coffee and join us as you can!

Outreach & Events
A BIG THANK YOU
to all of the Easter Bunny's helpers
+ to the Team who assembled Easter baskets on Palm Sunday to be given to our shut-ins and
also to our friends at the Mosaic Home..........
+ to the Team who helped hand out empty Easter eggs and the wonderful people that returned
them filled with treats for Easter morning........
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+ to the Team that spread the HUNDREDS of eggs before Easter worship and also who helped
supervise the children as they filled (and filled again) their Easter baskets
THANK YOU

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

#forsuchatimeasthis. Presiding Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and
the Episcopal Church issued a joint invitation to a season of prayer, fasting and advocacy out of
concern for proposed deep cuts to programs that are vital to hungry people struggling with
poverty. There are many ways to be intentional about a fast: nothing but liquids for the day,
nothing between sun up and sun down, pick a particular group of foods or a meal to forgo. The
point is the intentionality. That comes from the prayer that surrounds the act for those who are
hungry and suffering in poverty. This is how we walk alongside. This is how we accompany. We
offer ourselves in some way for our neighbor who is hurting.
Those who choose to engage in this spiritual discipline are invited to fast on the 21 st of the
month. If you would like to receive devotions for the day, let Pr. Stephanie know.

Property Request
This may sound strange but SPRING is two days old and it is snowing. I know you are
wondering just when will it stop. We hope it will stop by SPRING CLEAN UP DAY May 5th.
Cinco de mayo maybe we can have Tacos for lunch??
The First Step - is to write it on your calendar. Clear the day.
The Second Step - would be show up at church so we can clean up the yard starting at 9:00am.
At some time between steps 1&2, please sign up in the fellowship hall.
Remember MAY 5th.
Thanks many hands make light work.

Women's Guild
Since the March meeting was canceled due to one of our many snow storms, this may sound
familiar!
The first meeting for 2018 is rescheduled for
TUESDAY, APRIL 10TH @1:30PM….weather permitting.
Cindy Guendert will present her program Quilts of Valor. She will bring several of her completed
quilts and tell us more about the program. There will be a special ceremony to present two of
our own St. Andrew veterans – Ted Neumann and Wesley Hoyt - with these quilts. Guests
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(male and female) are welcome to attend. Maybe you would like a chance to honor Ted and
Wesley as they receive this tribute. Maybe you would like more information about quilting.
Maybe you just want a change of scenery on a Spring afternoon. Plan to join us on Tuesday,
April 10th @ 1:30. Bring a friend! Light refreshments will be served following the program.
Members are asked to remain for a brief meeting. Bring your ideas. Your input is important!
Topics to think about and discuss will include committees for the year and ideas re: location for
the September meeting, fund raiser possibilities(during November tag sale), clothing for the first
day of school program, and our Christmas giving to a local nursing home. We are still looking
for someone to fill the secretary position. Joan Lagasse will be accepting your yearly dues. (Still
a bargain at $10.00!) The April committee will be Joan Lagasse, Sue and Ashley Provenzano,
and Joan Strecker.
Hope to see you on the 10th!!
Joan Strecker

Paint Nite Out!
A fun fundraiser to bring us together to banish those winter snow blues and bills!). Friday, May
11, St. Andrew is hosting a paint-nite at the Scene Art Bar in Unionville (29 Mill St.) to help pay
our plowing bills. Relax and enjoy an instructor-led painting class, a bit of wine and a bite to eat
while you discover your muse and unlock hidden talents. Classes are approximately 2 hours.
They provide all of the paint, supplies, and instruction needed - and voila, your very own
masterpiece. Wine, and beer are available for purchase at the studio. We will bring in snacks
and soft drinks. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., instruction begins at 7:00 p.m. We need a minimum of
20 people to keep it private and a maximum of 44 can participate in painting. The cost is $35
per painter and St. Andrew gets $10.50 of each ticket. You can register now at
sceneartbar.com, looking under event on May 11 for St. Andrew Fundraiser. The registration is
easy, but if you are having trouble, we will have people after worship April 15-16 ready to assist
in registering you. If you have questions, please speak with Leslie Koonz.

WINTER GROCERY CART CHALLENGE
April's Grocery Cart Challenge: Canned Goods. CAN you pick up a few extra CANS of
veggies, fruits, ham, tuna etc while shopping? Things like MexiCAN corn,CANnellini beans..ok
just kidding...canned goods of all types are welcome. Thank you!
___________________________________________________________________________

TAG/CRAFT/BAKE SALE
TAG/CRAFT/BAKE SALE: is planned for November 10. We are beginning to accept donations of new
or like new clothing and jewelry immediately. Items can be dropped off in the SS room opposite the
Parish Life room. We will begin to accept other items later in the summer. Thank you all for your
continued support. Contact Vera, Ursula or Robin with any questions.
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Stewardship
Coming in May.....
Watch for "Simply Giving Sign-up" weekend coming in May. Simply
Giving is our online, electronic giving vehicle that allows you to set
up weekly or monthly offering withdrawals from a bank account or
credit card. Very easy to set up, this program allows you to know
that your support of the church continues when you're away. No
need to find the checkbook, or stop at the ATM for cash.......everything is automatic!
Feel free to bring your laptop or tablet, and we'll confidentially walk you through sign-up. We will
not have access to your private info. If you'd rather fill out a form and have the church sign you
up, Bob Herold is the designated person to set you up. Paper forms will be available for you to
fill out, place in a sealed envelope which will be given to Bob. Sign up, whether computer or
paper, takes about 5 minutes.
More details in May's newsletter!

Children's Envelopes: Stewardship is trying something new for children's offerings. Our
beloved green "church banks" have dwindled in numbers, often not returning to church once
given out. We now have children's envelopes that include a place for the kids to write
their time offering for the week (i.e participated at Wow, soup supper, read to a friend,
etc), their talentoffering for the week (i.e helped a friend, sang in the youth choir, said prayers)
as well as their treasure given. The envelopes are numbered, and there will be an informal log
of their offerings if parents wish to have statements. The spiritual discipline of stewardship is a
gift from God, for all ages. If you'd like offering envelopes for your child, please inquire with the
church office, Bob Herold, or Arlene Creswell.
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April Birthdays
04/01
04/01
04/02
04/02
04/03
04/03
04/05
04/07
04/09
04/10
04/11
04/15
04/15
04/15
04/15
04/16
04/16

Kiernan duBay
Daria Fournier
Geraldine Arduini
Nick Ferro, Sr.
Amanda Gdovin
Susan Provenzano
Lee-Ann Mastrianni
Nancy Carpenter
Layla McMahon
Ronald Gdovin
Eric Sonstrom
Derek Case
Claire Lessard
Gordon Losey
Britt Lynch
Elizabeth Hintz
Giada Mazzarella

04/18
04/17
04/19
04/19
04/20
04/21
04/24
04/24
04/25
04/25
04/26
04/26
04/26
04/27
04/28
04/30
04/30
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Kenneth Delkescamp
Daniel Rindfleisch
Ashleigh Clark
Cynthia Donaghy
Keith Clark
Margaret Delkescamp
Dermott Luckner
Mark Winter
Matthew Heyl
Ryan Murphy
Tracy Albert
Jack Alling
Alexandra Carros
Virginia Luckner
Catherine Matulis
Lucy Kalat
John Werner

April Calendar
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April Worship Serving Schedule

Purpose Statement
Please Remember in
Your Prayers... Those in
need of healing:

We are committed to
seeking out people for
membership in
Christ's family,
studying God's Word
together that we may
grow in his grace,
strengthening our
lives with regular
worship and
fellowship and sharing our time, talents,
and treasure that Jesus will be known to all
people through our words and deeds.

Audrey & Keith duBay, John
Gacek, Wade Hibbard, Bill
Murtha, Ted Neumann, Jim
Prior, Emma Ranolde, Paul
Rescsanski, Arlene & Charles
Schissler, Carol & Perk
Talmadge, Trudi Wedler, Anna Zurell.
Those in nursing homes and the
homebound: Dorothy Forrest,Dermott & Virginia
Luckner, Adeline Nevulis and Marie Ouellette.
We re-set the prayer list monthly. If you wish to
add someone to the list, please fill out a prayer
request or contact the office at (860) 583-5809 or
via email churchoffice@standrewct.org
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Pastoral Care
Pastor Pope is frequently in the office Monday through Thursday. Please call (860) 583-5809 for
an appointment. Help us to provide good pastoral care by keeping the church up-to-date with
what's going on in our lives as part of God's family. Please call the church office and let Pastor
know if:
 You are in need of prayer;
 You are ill or hospitalized;
 You wish to be anointed for healing;
 A baby is born in your family;
 A family member dies;
 You wish to be married;
 You wish to be baptized or have a child baptized;
 You wish to receive communion;
 You are moving, or have changed your contact information, or;
 You would like to join St. Andrew
Pastoral Acts:
Baptism: Nolan Charles Humphrey
Funeral: Brenda Morin

About St. Andrew
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS
President: Robert Herold
Vice President:Carol Emond
Secretary: Ellie Miller
Treasurer: Stephen Adam
Faith Formation Liaison: Karen Biernat
Mission and Outreach Liaison: Arlene Creswell
Parish Life Liaison: (open)
Stewardship Liaison: Don Zurell
Youth Council-at-large: Kelly Simpson
Young Adult Council-at-large: Joelle Stairs
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