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Evangelical Luthaeran Church

June 2, 2024

2nd Sunday After Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare
of all. God delivered the Israelites out of slavery, so they should observe
this freedom with a day of rest. No one should work seven days a week;
even slaves and foreigners should be able to rest. Yet human beings can
turn even the most liberating religious practice into a life-destroying rule.
Jesus does not reject sabbath-keeping, but defends its original life-
enhancing meaning. Our worship and our religious way of life are to lead
to restoration: the hungry being fed and the sick being healed.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE Dearest Jesus, at Your Word
Setting by M.Burkhardt

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,
help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?



Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’'s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O Day of Rest and Gladness

1 O day of rest and gladness,
O day of joy and light,
O balm for care and sadness,
most beautiful, most bright:
on you the high and lowly,
through ages joined in tune,
sing, “Holy, holy, holy,”
to the great God triune.

2 Onyou, at earth's creation,
the light first had its birth;
on you, for our salvation,
Christ rose from depths of earth;
on you, our Lord victorious
the Spirit sent from heav'n;
and thus on you, most glorious,
a threefold light was giv'n.
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3 Today on weary nations
the heav'nly manna falls;
to holy convocations
the silver trumpet calls,
where gospel light is glowing
with pure and radiant beams
and living water flowing
with soul-refreshing streams.

4 New graces ever gaining
from this our day of rest,
we reach the rest remaining
to spirits of the blest.
We sing to you our praises,
O Father, Spirit, Son;
the church its voice upraises
to you, blest Three in One.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, throughout time you free the oppressed,
heal the sick, and make whole all that you have made. Look with
compassion on the world wounded by sin, and by your power restore us
to wholeness of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen



+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN'S BIBLE STORY TIME
Children may leave worship with the teachers for
Bible Story Time. They will return during the Hymn of the Day.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 5:12-15

This portion of the Ten Commandments instructs the Israelites to keep the
sabbath. The Israelites are to rest, and they are to allow their slaves, their
livestock, and the foreigners living among them to do the same. They were once
slaves, and so they are to freat their own slaves justly.

A reading from Deuteronomy

120bserve the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LorD your God
commanded you. 13Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 14But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any
work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or female slave, or
your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in
your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as

you. 1’Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and

the LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep
the sabbath day.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 81:1-10  (Read responsively by verse)

1Sing with joy to God our strength

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
“Raise a song and sound the timbrel,

the merry harp, and the lyre.



3Blow the ram’s horn at the new moon,
and at the full moon, the day of our feast;
“for this is a statute for Israel,
a law of the God of Jacob.
5God laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, going out over the land
of Egypt,
where | heard a voice | did not know:
¢“l eased your shoulder from the burden;
your hands were set free from the grave-digger’s basket.
’You called on me in tfrouble, and | delivered you;
| answered you from the secret place of thunder and tested you at
the waters of Meribah.
SHear, O my people, and | will admonish you:
O Israel, if you would but listen to me!
‘There shall be no strange god among you;
you shall not worship a foreign god.
101 am the Lorp your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and | will fill it.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:5-12

When we carry out God’s ministry we do so not for our glory but for the sake of
Jesus Christ whom we proclaim as Lord. The power for ministry comes from God,
not us, so that we persevere no matter what, trusting in God’s power and
promises at work through us.

A reading from Corinthians.

SWe do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. ¢For it is the God who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

’But we have this freasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to



despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not

destroyed; 1%always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. '"For while we live, we
are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus
may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life
in you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Mark 2:23—3:6

Jesus challenges the prevailing interpretation of what is lawful on the sabbath
and tells his critics that the sabbath was made for humankind, not the other way
around. Healing the man with the withered hand is work that cannot wait until
the next day.

The holy gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

20ne sabbath [Jesus] was going through the grainfields; and as they
made their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24The
Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the
sabbath?e” 25And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did
when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? 2¢He
entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the
bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat,
and he gave some to his companions.” 27Then he said to them, “The
sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the
sabbath; 28so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”

31Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a
withered hand. 2They watched him to see whether he would cure him on
the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3And he said to the man who
had the withered hand, “Come forward.” 4Then he said to them, “Is it
lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to killg” But
they were silent. SHe looked around at them with anger; he was grieved
at their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”
He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. éThe Pharisees went out
and immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to
destroy him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY The Church of Christ, in Every Age

1

The church of Christ, in ev'ry age
beset by change, but Spirit-led,
must claim and test its heritage
and keep on rising from the dead.

Across the world, across the street,
the victims of injustice cry

for shelter and for bread to eat,
and never live before they die.

Then let the servant church arise,
a caring church that longs to be
a partner in Christ's sacrifice,

and clothed in Christ's humanity.

For he alone, whose blood was shed,
can cure the fever in our blood,
and teach us how to share our bread
and feed the starving multitude.

We have no mission but to serve
in full obedience to our Lord;

to care for all, without reserve,
and spread his liberating word.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A We come before the triune God to pray for our communities,
ourselves, and our world.

A brief silence.

A Guide your church to expressions of faith that bring rest and release.
Teach your faithful people to be attentive to the spiritual, physical, and
societal weariness of our neighbors, that we proclaim your grace through
tangible acts of mercy and justice.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Keep us mindful of the rhythms of nature as the days lengthen and the
seasons shift toward summer. Grant relief to areas facing flooding or
drought and bring favorable weather for the flourishing of crops, gardens,
and orchards.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Where there is affliction in our world, bring healing. Where world
leaders are perplexed, bring clarity of vision. Give a spirit of discernment
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to political advisors, institutional researchers, economic analysts, and all
vocations that inform the work of governments and policymakers.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Provide wholeness and respite to all who are weary: those who struggle
in any way and those who care for them, especially Freda, Lori, Nancy,
Charlie, Patricia, Lee, Denise, Larry, Bob, Joan, Ann, Bill, Donna, Marge,
Vincent, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, Tracey, Johanna, Carole, John,
Todd, Anna, Roy, and all those in nursing homes and the homebound,
including Nancy Denehy, and those we name before you, on our lips orin
the silence of our hearts. Strengthen first responders and health care
workers in their fimes of exhaustion or frustration.

(Pause for silence)

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Stir our hearts toward abundant generosity among neighbors who
experience hunger and food insecurity. Bless feeding ministries and
community food efforts, especially community gardens, farmers markets,
food pantries and Meals for Neighbors. Open both our hearts and our
tables.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville
as we continue charting and discovering pathways of joining together in
proclaiming your Good News and building a servant community of
healing, hope and new life. Open our hearts and minds to visions of your
church for a new day.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A We remember the communion of saints whose lives made visible the
saving life of Jesus Christ. Guide us by their example to embody the
treasure of your love for the sake of our world, until we come to our final
rest in you.
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Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the
power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including
the care of those in need.

CHOIR ANTHEM Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God
Words and music by K.Getty and S.Townend,
arr. L.Larson

Holy Spirit, living breath of God,

breathe new life into my willing soul.
Bring the presence of the risen Lord

to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause your word to come alive in me;
give me faith for what | cannot see,
give me passion for your purity;

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within;

may your joy be seenin all | do.

Love enough to cover ev'ry sin

in each thought and deed and attitude.



Kindness to the greatest and the least;
gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace.
Breath of God, show Christ in all | do.

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth,
giving life to all that God has made.
Show your power once again on earth,

cause your church to hunger for your way.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise;
lead us on the road of sacrifice,

that in unity the face of Christ

will be clear for all the world to see.
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me
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OFFERTORY HYMN God Extends An Invitation  ELW 486
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feast of life is  spread; here the feast of

Text: Miria T. Kolling; English and Spanish tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: NUESTRO PADRE, Miria T. Kolling

Spanish and English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © Miria T. Kolling.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,

life 1s

spread.
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and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Liff up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:

equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,

ever to be adored in your eternal glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

-

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isalah 6:3; Metthew 21:9

[@ Ho-ly, ho- ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

@j’j}:}:i“_ijji_‘:j._—t} —?;f_i?_;i_ ===

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Sabanth (SAH-bay-oath) is Hebrew for “heavenly bosts "
Hosanna is o Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the seq;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.



Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us
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on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;

within this meal;

among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive
the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.
You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The Meal will be served
continuously. After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of
thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten free wafers
are available as an alternative. Please ask. White grape juice, in the centerring
of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the
life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy
meal!

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Comel The feast is ready!

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW p. 191
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

(Please remain seated)

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table

more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

Amen.



+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
+ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
we go in Jesus' name
to bring glad tidings to the poor,
God's favor to proclaim.

2 We go to comfort those who mourn
and set the burdened free;
where hope is dim, to share a dream
and help the blind to see.

3 We go to be the hands of Christ,
to scatter joy like seed
and, all our days, to cherish life,
to do the loving deed.

4 Then let us go to serve in peace,
the gospel to proclaim.
God's Spirit has empowered us;
we go in Jesus' name.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. You are the body of Christ!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, June 2, 2024

Pastor Les Swenson

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Assistant Minister: Jill Little

Lector: Arlene Creswell

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Keith Hintz, Amanda Hintz, Michael Beaudoin
Altar Guild: Denise Martin

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.



23

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Tuesday, June 4, 2024

7:00 p.m. Voice Choir

Wednesday, June 5, 2024

6:30 p.m. Summer Bells

Thursday, June 6, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, June 9, 2024; 3rd Sunday After Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator



