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Evangelical Lutheran Church

May 26, 2024

The Holy Trinity

1st Sunday After Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
When we say God is the friune God, we are saying something about who
God is beyond, before, and after the universe: that there is community
within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today. When
we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate
parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and God
the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE A Festive Rondo M. Helman
Handbell Choir

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,
help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?



Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’'s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty ELW 413

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy seq;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us
steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us aft last into
your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Isaiah 6:1-8

This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. They sing
“Holy, holy, holy,” a song the church sings at the beginning of the great
thanksgiving. This liturgical text invites the church and all creation to sing in praise
of God'’s glory. That glory is God's mercy toward sinners.

A reading from Isaiah

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And
one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”
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4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and
the house filled with smoke. SAnd | said: “Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a
man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”

¢Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. ’The seraph touched my mouth
with it and said: “*Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has
departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then | heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for us2” And | said, “Here am |;
send mel”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 29 (Read responsively by verse)

1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the LorDp the glory due God’s name;
worship the LoRrD in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lorp is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
‘the LOorb makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
’The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the Lorb shakes the wilderness;
the Lorp shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
’The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests
bare.
And in the temple of the LorD all are crying, “Glory!”



10The LorpD sits enthroned above the flood;

the Lorb sits enthroned as king for evermore.
11O LORD, give strength to your people;

give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-17

In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the
Spirit leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and joint heirs
with Christ the Son.

A reading from Romans.

12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 4For all who
are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. '5For you did not receive
a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, “Abbal Father!” ¢t is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 7and if children, then
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him
so that we may also be glorified with him.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 175
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Holy, holy, holy is the | LORD of hosts;* God's glory fills | the whole earth.
Repeat Alleluia.

GOSPEL John 3:1-17

Jesus' miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about
being born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save.

The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.



'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you
do apart from the presence of God."” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, |
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown olde Can one enter a second time into the mother’'s womb and be
borng” SJesus answered, “Very fruly, | tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. éWhat is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be
astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” ?Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things

be?2"” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do
not understand these things?

*Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12f | have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell
you about heavenly thingse 3No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 1“And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
liffed up, '5that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17"Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Womb of Life and Source of Being ACS 948

1

Womb of life and source of being,
home of ev'ry restless heart,

in your arms the worlds awakened;
you have loved us from the start.
We, your children, gather round you,
at the table you prepare.

Sharing stories, tears, and laughter,
we are nurtured by your care.

Word in flesh, our brother Jesus,

born to bring us second birth,

you have come to stand beside us,
knowing weakness, knowing earth.
Priest who shares our human struggles,
Life of life and Death of death,

risen Christ, come stand among us,
send the Spirit by your breath.

Brooding Spirit, move among us;
be our partner, be our friend.
When our mem'ry fails, remind us
whose we are, what we intend.
Labor with us; aid the birthing

of the new world yet to be,

free of servant, lord, and master,
free for love and unity.

Mother, Brother, holy Partner;

Father, Spirit, Only Son:

we would praise your name forever,
One-in-Three and Three-in-One.

We would share your life, your passion,



10

share your word of world made new,
ever singing, ever praising,
one with all, and one with you.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A We come before the triune God to pray for our communities,
ourselves, and our world.

A brief silence.

A Abba God, you have brought us intfo your family, claiming us as
beloved children. Bless your family of faith with gifts of cooperation and



11

graciousness. Increase our hospitality foward all expressions of faith and
teach us to honor our shared humanity.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Yourlove and power burst forth in the flashes of lightning, the dance of
the wind, and the deeply rooted trees of the forest. Sustain fragile and
interconnected ecosystems, that they flourish for generations to come.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Give your blessing of peace to the nations. Shelter all who risk life and
livelihood to protect others from violence, conflict, and injustice. On this

Memorial Day weekend, we remember those who have lost their lives in

war and conflict.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A You are a God of love and not of condemnation. Quiet the hearts of
all who struggle with shame, regret, or questions of self-worth. Teach us to
forgive ourselves and one another. Restore wholeness to all who seek
hope and healing especially Bill, Marge, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven,
Johanna, Carole, Anna, Nancy, Tracey, Donna, Larry, Denise, Roy, Lee,
Charlie, Todd, Patricia, John, Ann, Vincent, Bob, Joan, Nancy, Lori, Freda,
and those we name before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.

(Pause for silence)

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Strengthen bonds between parents, children, and families of all
varieties. We pray especially for adoptive and foster families, multi-
generational households, and blended families. Grant gifts of nurture and
patience to all caregivers.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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A Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville
as we continue charting and discovering pathways of joining together in
proclaiming your Good News and building a servant community of
healing, hope and new life. Open our hearts and minds o visions of your
church for a new day.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A The Spirit bears grateful witness to all children of God who have now
come into their inheritance among the saints. As they lived with hope in
your gift of eternal life, so strengthen us in faith, that we recognize your

eternal presence even in this mortal life.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the
power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+

God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including
the care of those in need.



OFFERTORY HYMN God Extends An Invitation  ELW 486
God Extends an Invitation
Nuestro Padre nos invita
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Text: Miria T. Kolling; English and Spanish tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923

Music: NUESTRO PADRE, Miria T. Kolling
Spanish and English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.
Music © Miria T. Kolling.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:

13



Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:

equal in maijesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,

ever to be adored in your eternal glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

14



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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blest is He who comes

Tru - ly

in the name of the Lord!

Sabaoth (SAH-bay-oath) is Hebrew for "hewculy hosts.”
Hosanma is & Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now.”

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the seq;

within each cell;

with every breath.
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We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering his love for us
on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:

in our gathering;
within this meal;
among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as itis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

17
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who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive
the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.
You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The Meal will be served
continuously. After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of
thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten free wafers
are available as an alternative. Please ask. White grape juice, in the centerring
of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the
life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy
meal!

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Comel The feast is ready!

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW p. 191
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

(Please remain seated)

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table

more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

Amen.



+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
+ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Come Join the Dance of Trinity ELW 412

1 Come, join the dance of Trinity,
before all worlds begun—
the inferweaving of the Three,
the Father, Spirit, Son.
The universe of space and time
did not arise by chance,
but as the Three, in love and hope,
made room within their dance.

2 Come, see the face of Trinity,
newborn in Bethlehem;
then bloodied by a crown of thorns
outside Jerusalem.
The dance of Trinity is meant
for human flesh and bone;
when fear confines the dance in death,
God rolls away the stone.



3 Come, speak aloud of Trinity,
as wind and tongues of flame
set people free at Pentecost
to tell the Savior's name.
We know the yoke of sin and death,
our necks have worn it smooth;
go tell the world of weight and woe
that we are free to movel

4  Within the dance of Trinity,
before all worlds begun,
we sing the praises of the Three,
the Father, Spirit, Son.
Let voices rise and interweave,
by love and hope set free,
to shape in song this joy, this life:
the dance of Trinity.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. You are the body of Christ!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, May 26, 2024

The Rev. Geoff Sinibaldo

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Assistant Minister: Keith Clark

Lector: Bob Herold

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Donna Ropp, Rosemarie Tessman

Altar Guild: Nancy Carpenter, Emily Girard, Matt Girard
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Tuesday, May 28, 2024

7:00 p.m. Voice Choir

Wednesday, May 29, 2024

6:30 p.m. Summer Bells

6:30 p.m., Three Church Steering Committee, at St. Andrew
Thursday, May 30, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, June 2, 2024; 2nd Sunday After Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator



