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Evangelical Luthe y Chureh

August 11, 2024

12th Sunday after Pentecost
Service of Holy Communion

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and
whoever eafts this bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last
day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like, this life
we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of
life is giving yourself for the other.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE Break Now the Bread of Life arr. Mark Hayes

* Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,
help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life



and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’'s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Listen, God is Calling

Refrain

3

(Listen,)

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.

(Listen,)

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.

(Jesus gave his mandate:)
share the good news
(that he came to save us)
and set us free. Refrain

(Let none be forgotten)
throughout the world.

(In the friune name of God)
go and baptize. Refrain

(Help us to be faithful,)
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standing steadfast,
(walking in your precepts,)
led by your Word. Refrain

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the frue
bread that gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may
live in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by this food, we may live
as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:4-8

First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the prophets of
Baal. The contest proves that the LORD is God, and afterward Elijah orders the
killing of the Baal prophets. Angered by the deaths of her prophets, Queen
Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah. This reading finds Elijah fleeing, fatigued, and in
utter despair.

A reading from 1 Kings.
4 [Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down

under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough;
now, O LORD, take away my life, for | am no better than my



ancestors.”>Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep.
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” éHe
looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar
of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 7’ The angel of

the LORD came a second time, fouched him, and said, “Get up and eat,
otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” 8 He got up, and ate and
drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights
to Horeb the mount of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 34:1-8 (Read responsively by verse)

'l will bless the LorD at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.
21 will glory in the LoRrD;
let the lowly hear and rejoice.
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD;
let us exalt God's name together.
41 sought the LorD, who answered me
and delivered me from all my terrors.
5Look upon the LorD and be radiant,
and let not your faces be ashamed.
¢l called in my affliction, and the LorD heard me
and saved me from all my troubles.
’The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD
and delivers them.
STaste and see that the LorD is good;
happy are they who take refuge in God!

SECOND READING Ephesians 4:25-5:2

Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are
perfect. Rather, the Spirit is at work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes



genuinely reflect the love and forgiveness we have received through Christ and
his death.

A reading from Ephesians.

2550 then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our
neighbors, for we are members of one another. 26 Be angry but do not sin;
do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not make room for
the devil. 2 Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work
honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the
needy. 2 Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful
for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to
those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which
you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 3! Put away from
you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander,
together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 51 Therefore be
imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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| am the living bread that came | down from heaven.* Whoever eats this
bread will I live forever. Repeat Alleluia.

GOSPEL John 6:35, 41-51
After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches
them regarding the true significance of this remarkable sign.

The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

35 Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I| am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

41Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am
the bread that came down from heaven.” 2They were saying, “Is not this
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?2 How can he
now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’2"” 43 Jesus answered them,
“Do not complain among yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless
drawn by the Father who sent me; and | will raise that person up on the
last day. 451t is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by



God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to
me. 4 Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from
God; he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly, | tell you, whoever believes has
eternal life. 4| am the bread of life. 4° Your ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down from
heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 511 am the living bread that
came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and
the bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522

1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into withess
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.



3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.

There no more will envy blind us

nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.

APOSTLES' CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

A Reignite the prayer of the church. By your Spirit, root your church
around the globe in prayer and spiritual practices.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A We rely on the goodness of your creation in everything we do. We pray
for trees that offer shade and for our fellow creatures that depend on the
trees for shelter and food. Sustain the work of all who advocate for forests
and wilderness areas.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Guide our leaders and nations with a spirit of justice and mercy. Let no
evil come out of our mouths, but rather let us extend grace. We pray for
our enemies.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Sustain feeding ministries and organizations such as ELCA World Hunger
and our local food pantries. We work and pray for a day when hunger is
no more.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A We pray for this congregation and for all who are gathered. Be present
among anyone who cannot be with us today. Be with all who are hurting,
grieving, or ill, especially Freda, Sandy, Lori, Nancy, Charlie, Susan,
Paftricia, Rusty, Nancy, Jean, Terry, Lee, Denise, Larry, Patti, Bob, Joan,
Ann, Pamela, Bill, Marge, Donna, Marge, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven,
Tracey, Johanna, Carole, John, Todd, Anna, Roy, and those we name
before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.
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(Pause for silence)

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Guide and nurture the people and friends of Grace, Zion and St.
Andrew Churches — the future Faith Lutheran Church — as we continue
charting and discovering pathways of joining together in

proclaiming your Good News and building a servant community of
healing, hope and new life. Open our hearts and minds to visions of your
church for a new day.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A We remember the saints who have gone before us in faith. Trusting in
the promise of the resurrection, we find hope in your communion of saints
of all fimes and all places.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them info your
holy keeping.
Amen.

*SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including
the care of those in need.



OFFERTORY HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God,

you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the seq;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;
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into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
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Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:

in our gathering;
within this meal;
among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward to the front of the nave to receive the Meal.
The bread will be distributed by the Presiding Minister. Gluten free wafers are
available. Please ask. The wine, served in small glasses, can be received on
either side of the front. Also in each fray you will find glasses containing white
grape juice as an alternative to the wine. Return to your seats via the side aisles,
placing your empty glasses in the baskets provided along the way. In returning
fo your seats, pause to pray and give thanks for the life- giving graces you have

received in this holy meal offered us by the crucified-risen Jesus.

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Comel The feast is ready!

COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW p. 135
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray:
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.
+SENDING+

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Amen

SENDING HYMN Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

Refrain
Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness.
Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness. Repeat

1 Christ the Lord to us said:
| am wine, | am bread,
| am wine, | am bread,
give to all who thirst and hunger.
Repeat stanza, then sing refrain

ELW 535
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2 Now he sends us all out,
strong in faith, free of doubt,
strong in faith, free of doubt.
Tell to all the joyful gospel.
Repeat stanza, then sing refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. You are the body of Christ!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, August 11, 2024
Presiding Minister: Rev. Jim Krauser

Musician: Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music
Assistant Minister: Jill Little

Lector: Terry Gustafson

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Jon Fitzgerald, Roy Tessman

Altar Guild: Denise Martin

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Wednesday, August 14, 2024

6:30 p.m. Summer Bells

Thursday, August 15, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, August 18, 2024; 13th Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator
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