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8th Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of
the poor, he becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king.
John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In
Herod's fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear
hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the ages are alive
in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and to
proclaim God's saving love.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE This Is My Father's World Arr. Mark Hayes

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,
help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life



and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’'s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN Kyrie ELW p. 184-5

p—
. .

f=sS===it===
= o me — - -
o
Ky-ri-¢ c-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
0. o =
|4 Huwg—x rfl — T YP‘ 3 "\_T _k I = 3 1
| S o o s & o o ™ ot e e 2 S e E— =
7 T 1 - o
Ky-n-e¢ ¢-lei - son, ev-ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the
poor;

that we may live out fruth and justice and grace,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;



for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the
Word;

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Amos 7:7-15

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is
an ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak
fo Israel (the northern kingdom). God'’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts
with the king's court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel.

A reading from Amos.



7This is what [the Lord Gob] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a
wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And
the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?2” And | said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said,
“See, | am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
| will never again pass them by;
?the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said,
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go info exile
away from his land.” "
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy
at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
14Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s
son; but | am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore frees, 1>and
the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.’ "

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 85:8-13 (Read responsively by verse)

81 will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their hearts to you.
°Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.



10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
1 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
?The LorD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
> Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God'’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven
and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God'’s
children and have been promised eternal salvation.

A reading from Ephesians.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. SHe destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, ¢to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the

Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on
us. With all wisdom and insight 2 he has made known to us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,
having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we,
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his
glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of
the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.



Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 175
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May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes | of our hearts,*
that we may know the hope to which | God has called us. Repeat

Alleluia.

GOSPEL Mark 6:14-29

As Jesus and his disciples begin to atfract attention, Mark recalls the story of John
the Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the
hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation.

The holy gospel according to Mark

Glory to you, O Lord.

14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had
become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised
from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15But



others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.” ¢ But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom |
beheaded, has been raised.”

17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and
put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because
Herod had married her. 18 For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful
for you to have your brother’s wife.” 1 And Herodias had a grudge
against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared
John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected
him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to
listen to him. 2! But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave
a banqguet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of
Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased
Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, *Ask me for whatever
you wish, and | will give it.” 22 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever
you ask me, | will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went out and
said to her mother, “What should | ask for2” She replied, “The head of
John the baptizer.” 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and
requested, "l want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist
on a platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his
oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the
king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He went
and beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 22 When his disciples
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Faith of Our Fathers ELW 813

1

Faith of our fathers, living sfill

in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.
Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
whene'er we hear that glorious word.
Faith of our fathers, holy faith,

we will be true to you till death.

Faith of our mothers, daring faith,

your work for Christ is love revealed,
spreading God's word from pole to pole,
making love known and freedom real.
Faith of our mothers, holy faith,

we will be true to you till death.

Faith of our sisters, brothers too,

who still must bear oppression's might,
raising on high, in prisons dark,

the cross of Christ still burning bright.
Faith for today, O living faith,

we will be true to you till death.

Faith born of God, oh, call us yet,
bind us with all who follow you,
sharing the struggle of your cross
until the world is made anew.
Faith born of God, O living faith,
we will be true to you till death.



10
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we
join our voices in prayer.

A brief silence.

A You gather your people into the body of Christ. Where your church is
wounded, heal it. Where it is right, strengthen it. Where it is divided, reunite
if.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.
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A From before the foundation of the world, you are God. Revive
ecosystems destroyed by human greed. Curb our desire to put wealth
ahead of the health of all who call this planet home.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A You establish equity and make justice. Within every nation, tribe, and
land, cause laws to be written and customs to be observed that protect
the most vulnerable.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A On the cross your beloved Son endured pain and death. Bring healing
to those in need, hope to any in despair, and comfort to the dying,
especially Freda, Lori, Nancy, Charlie, Susan, Patricia, Nancy, Jean, Lee,
Denise, Larry, Patti, Bob, Joan, Ann, Pamela, Bill, Marge, Donna, Marge,
Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, Tracey, Johanna, Carole, John, Todd,
Anna, Roy, and those we name before you, on our lips or in the silence of
our hearts.

(Pause for silence)

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A You send your Spirit into this community of faith. Empower our ministries
that serve and build up local communities. Nurture our partnerships with
other community organizations.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A Guide and nurture the people and friends of Grace, Zion and St.
Andrew Churches — the future Faith Lutheran Church — as we continue
charting and discovering pathways of joining together in

proclaiming your Good News and building a servant community of
healing, hope and new life. Open our hearts and minds to visions of your
church for a new day.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.
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A All peoples praise you, O God. We give you thanks and praise for the
lives of our loved ones who now rest in you. In the fullness of time gather us
with all your saints in light.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend
ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the
truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including
the care of those in need.



OFFERTORY HYMN As The Grains of Wheat

As the Grains of Wheat

ELW 465
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, B00.442,3358,

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

14
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise:

beyond the stars;
beneath the seq;
within each cell;
with every breath.

We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness:

through the water;
by night and day;
across the wilderness;
out of exile;



into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

16



Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:

in our gathering;
within this meal;
among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward to the front of the nave to receive the Meal.
The bread will be distributed by the Presiding Minister. Gluten free wafers are
available. Please ask. The wine, served in small glasses, can be received on
either side of the front. Also in each fray you will find glasses containing white
grape juice as an alternative to the wine. Return to your seats via the side aisles,
placing your empty glasses in the baskets provided along the way. In returning
fo your seats, pause to pray and give thanks for the life- giving graces you have
received in this holy meal offered us by the crucified-risen Jesus.

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Comel The feast is ready!

COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW p. 135
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray:
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.
+SENDING+

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SENDING HYMN Rise O Church, like Christ Arisen ELW 548
1 Rise, O church, like Christ arisen,

from this meal of love and grace;

may we through such love envision

whose we are, and whose, our praise.

Alleluia, alleluia;

God, the wonder of our days.

2 Rise, fransformed, and choose to follow
after Christ, though wounded, whole;
broken, shared, our lives are hallowed
to release and to console.
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Alleluia, alleluia;
Christ, our present, past, and goal.

3 Rise, remember well the future
God has called us to receive;
present by God's loving nurture,
Spirited then let us live.

Alleluia, alleluia;
Spirit, grace by whom we live.

4 Service be our sure vocation;
courage be our daily breath;
mercy be our destination
from this day and unto death.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Rise, O church, a living faith.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. You are the body of Christ!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, July 14, 2024
Presiding Minister: Pastor Les Swenson

Musician: Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music
Assistant Minister: Jill Little

Lector: Arlene Creswell

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Donald Zurell, Alan Rindfleisch, Denise Martin
Altar Guild: Denise Martin
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Wednesday, July 17, 2024

6:30 p.m. Summer Bells

Thursday, July 18, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, July 21, 2024; 9th Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour/Discussion led by Rev. Maria Haommons -
Responsibilities and Challenges of Transition to a New Ministry

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator



