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Evangelical Lutheran Church

July 28, 2024

10th Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first
four of which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands
of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to
Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we
see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that
finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest
and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where
all the hungry are satisfied.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE O Bread of Life from Heaven (Hymn # 480 in the ELW)
J. Walther (1684-1748)

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,
help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?



Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’'s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN | Come with Joy

1 I come with joy, a child of God,
forgiven, loved, and free,
the life of Jesus to recall
in love laid down for me,
in love laid down for me.

2 | come with Christians far and near
fo find, as all are fed,
the new community of love
in Christ's communion bread,
in Christ's communion bread.

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,
each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
and strangers now are friends,
and strangers now are friends.
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4 The Spirit of the risen Christ,
unseen, but ever near,
is in such friendship better known,
alive among us here,
alive among us here.

5 Together met, together bound
by all that God has done,
we'll go with joy, to give the world
the love that makes us one,
the love that makes us one.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a
longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may
know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING 2 Kings 4:42-44
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles
of Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd.



Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides
enough and even more to satisfy the need.

A reading from 2 Kings.

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits

to [Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain
in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” 4 But his
servant said, “How can | set this before a hundred people?” So he
repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD,
‘They shall eat and have some left.’ " 44He set it before them, they ate,
and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 145:10-18 (Read responsively by verse)

10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
1They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
12that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
throughout all ages.
You, Lorp, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
14The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.



18You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.

SECOND READING Ephesians 3:14-21

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all
human knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously
strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.

A reading from Ephesians.

14For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every
family in heaven and on earth takes its name. ¢| pray that, according to
the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your
inner being with power through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in
love. 18] pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 1?7 and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.

20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 2! to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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A great prophet has ris- | en among us!* God has looked favora- | bly on
us!. Repeat Alleluia.

GOSPEL John 6:1-21

In John's gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal
the frue character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and
cannot be brought under human control.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.



1 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of
Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs
that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down
there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was
near. >When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him,
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to
eate” ¢He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to
do. 7 Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough
bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ? “There is a boy here who has five
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
peoplee” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in
all. ""Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as
they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “*Gather up
the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those
who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw the
sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who
is fo come into the world.”

15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by
force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the seq, 17 got into a
boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and
Jesus had not yet come to them. 8 The sea became rough because a
stfrong wind was blowing. 1 When they had rowed about three or four
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and
they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “Itis I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then
they wanted to take him info the boat, and immediately the boat
reached the land toward which they were going.



The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken
ACS 966
1 Loaves were broken, words were spoken
by the Galilean shore.
Jesus, Bread of life from heaven,
was their food forevermore.

Refrain
By your body broken for us,
by your wine of life outpoured,
Jesus, feed again your people.
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.

2 Loaves were broken, words were spoken
in a quiet room one night.
In the bread and wine you gave them,
Christ, you came as Light from Light. Refrain

3 Loaves are broken, words are spoken,
as in faith we gather here.
Jesus speaks across the ages:
"I am with you; do noft fear!" Refrain

4 By the loaves you break and give us,
send us in your name to share
bread for which the millions hunger,
words that tell your love and care. Refrain
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we
join our voices in prayer.

A brief silence.

A God of generations, you work in us far more than we can ask or
imagine. Bless the church you have called into being across time and
space, and fill it with the power of the Spirit for loving service.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.
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A God of field and forest, streams and seas, you are the fullness of alll
things. As grains of wheat grow upon the earth and fish swim in the waters,
sustain your creation. Protect harvests and give every person food in due
season.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A God beyond borders, you rule all in all. Bless the work of humanitarians
and peacekeepers, shield those who live, work, or serve in harm's way,
and bring an end to war and conflict.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A God of healing, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of
every living thing. We remember any who are sick or suffering, especially
Freda, Sandy, Lori, Nancy, Charlie, Susan, Patricia, Rusty, Nancy, Jean,
Terry, Lee, Denise, Larry, Patti, Bob, Joan, Ann, Pamela, Bill, Marge, Donna,
Marge, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, Tracey, Johanna, Carole, John,
Todd, Anna, Roy, families in our community who endure hunger, those
who seek asylum or citizenship, and our beloved for whom death is near,
and those we name before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.

(Pause for silence)

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A God of grace, you root us and ground us in love. As you inspired our
ancestors in this place in their ministry, sustain us also in new endeavors,
that your glory may be made known, and your lovingkindness shared
anew.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A Guide and nurture the people and friends of Grace, Zion and St.
Andrew Churches — the future Faith Lutheran Church — as we continue
charting and discovering pathways of joining together in

proclaiming your Good News and building a servant community of
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healing, hope and new life. Open our hearts and minds to visions of your
church for a new day.
In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A God of all, your love in Christ surpasses all knowledge. We give thanks
for the departed who have come to know the fullness of your grace. Join
our voices with theirs and all the saints in singing your praises.

In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend
ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the
truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including
the care of those in need.



OFFERTORY HYMN As The Grains of Wheat ELW 465

As the Grains of Wheat
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Jesus, Bread of life,
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you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Liff up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

14
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy lsoiah 6:3; Metthew 219
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Sing ho - san-na in the hlgh-cst. sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

]

Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Sabaoth (SAH-bay -oath) s Hebwew for ‘1rAvraly hosts.™
Hosamna is & Hebrew ward of penise mosning “seve s ow.”

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the seq;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;



by night and day;
across the wilderness;
out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke if,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us
on the way,
at the table,
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and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;

within this meal;

among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
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and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive
the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.

You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The Meal will be served
continuously. After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of
thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten free wafers
are available as an alternative. Please ask. White grape juice, in the centerring
of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the
life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy
meal!

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Comel The feast is ready!

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW p. 191
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table

more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

Amen.
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+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
+ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN God, Be The Love to Search and Keep Me
ACS 1084

1 God, be the love to search and keep me;
God, be the prayer to move my voice;
God, be the strength to now uphold me:

Refrain
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

2 Bind to myself the name of Holy,
great cloud of witnesses enfold;
prophets, apostles, angels witness: Refrain

3 Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight,
flashing of lightning, strength of wind,
depth of the sea to soil of planet: Refrain

4 Walking behind to hem my journey,
going ahead to light my way,
and from beneath, above, and all ways: Refrain

S5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me,
Christ in the ears that hear my voice,



Christ in the hearts of all who know me: Refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. You are the body of Chirist!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Prelude J.S.Bach

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, July 28, 2024
Presiding Minister: Pastor Les Swenson

Musician: Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music
Assistant Minister: Terry Gustafson

Lector: Bob Herold

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Donald Zurell, Alan Rindfleisch, Denise Martin
Altar Guild: Denise Martin

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Wednesday, July 31, 2024

6:30 p.m. Summer Bells

Thursday, August 1, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, August 4, 2024; 11th Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour
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Sunday, July 28 has been designated by the ELCA as a day to recognize and
honor the musical contributions to the church by several composers of the
Baroque Era. Johann Sebastian Bach of course was the most influential and
prolific composer in the Lutheran church in Germany. Other composers
recognized on this day are George Frederick Handel (who composed The
Messiah) and Heinrich Schutz, also a composer, who is widely regarded as the
greatest German composer before J.S. Bach. A friend and second cousin of J.S
Bach is Johann Walther, composer of today's prelude, devoted his life to music,
composing church music, writing the first music theory books, a music dictionary
and the first comprehensive music encyclopedia. We will delight in the beautiful
music of these composers today and in future years.

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 2 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator



