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Evangelical Luthaeran Church

September 15, 2024

17th Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John's
gospel. This week we hear Mark's version, when Peter says, “You are the
Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh,
given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with
Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself
stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah)
in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism
with the sign of the cross.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.
(*indicates all are invited to stand as able)

WELCOME
PRELUDE Voluntaryin A W. Selby (1738-1798)

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us
and all of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth,



and through the death and resurrection of + Jesus Christ,
God forgives you all your sins.

The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Lift High The Cross ELW 660

Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
fill all the world adore his sacred name.

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY.
Let us pray.



O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and
by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of
the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN'S BIBLE STORY TIME
Children may leave worship with the teachers for
Bible Story Time. They will return during the Hymn of the Day.

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of
Isaiah. Today's reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early
Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his
defractors but trusts in God's steadfast love.

A reading from Isaiah.

4The Lord GoD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
SThe Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
6l gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;



| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

’The Lord GoD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
?alt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 116:1-9 (Read responsively by verse)

1l love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
’for the LORrD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came
upon me;
| came to grief and sorrow.
4Then | called upon the name of the Lorb:
“O LoRrp, | pray you, save my life.”
5Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
¢The LorD watches over the innocent;
| was brought low, and God saved me.
’Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt well with you.



8For you have rescued my life from death,

my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
I will walk in the presence of the LORD

in the land | of the living.

SECOND READING James 3:1-12

This text uses various images fo illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we
speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but
what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.

A reading from James.

INot many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for
you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For alll
of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is
perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits
into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong
winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever
the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it
boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! ¢éAnd the tongue is a fire.
The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains
the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by
hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of repftile and sea creature, can
be tfamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the
Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness
of God. 0From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers
and sisters, this ought not to be so. '"Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and brackish watere 2Can a fig free, my
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figse¢ No more can salt
water yield fresh.



Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Christ suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for | the unrighteous,* in
order to bring | you to God. Repeat Alleluia.

GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being
in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept
that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong
challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.

The holy gospel according to Mark.



Glory to you, O Lord.

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that | am?e” 28And
they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others,
one of the prophets.” 2?He asked them, “But who do you say that | am2”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him.

31IThen he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save
it. 38For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
lifee ’Indeed, what can they give in return for their life¢ 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation,
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798

1 "Will you come and follow me



if | but call your name?

Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown,

will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown

in you and you in me?¢

"Will you leave yourself behind

if | but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?¢

Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r

in you and you in me?

"Will you let the blinded see
if | but call your name?

Will you set the pris'ners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what | mean
in you and you in me?

"Will you love the you you hide

if | but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside

and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you've found

to reshape the world around,

through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?g"



5 Lord, your summons echoes frue
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with
confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

A We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities
of forgiveness and grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into
new relationships, and give us courage to embrace the uncomfortable
and unfamiliar.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of
wildfire and heal dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new
growth. Guide us in tending precarious ecosystems.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A We pray for those who govern nations, fribes, and cities. Open them to
the cries of people in need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize
the health and well-being of all who struggle with hunger and housing
insecurity. Bring your just peace to peoples suffering from the ravages of
conflict and war, including those in Ukraine and Russia, throughout the
Middle East, in Haiti, in Sudan.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who
grieve, especially Freda, Sandy, Lori, Nancy, Charlie, Susan, Patricia, Rusty,
Nancy, Jean, Terry, Lee, Denise, Larry, Patti, Bob, Joan, Ann, Pamela, Bill,
Marge, Donna, Marge, Callum, Krista, Paul, Charles, Steven, Tracey,
Johanna, Carole, John, Todd, and those we name before you, on our lips
or in the silence of our hearts.

(Pause for silence)
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Draw them close to you and soothe them with the promise of your
enduring love.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff,
and all who support the education of young people. Sustain them as
they shape learning communities, rooted in equity and authenticity. We
pray for children of all ages in their learning.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Gracious God, we give thanks for those who have been appointed fo
serve on the call committee and entrusted with the work of discerning a
new pastor to guide the congregation of Faith Lutheran Church. Grant
them wisdom, patience, and the direction of your Holy Spirit, that they
may exercise right judgment, and so serve you and the mission of your
people here.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Guide and nurture the people and friends of Grace, Zion and St.
Andrew Churches — the future Faith Lutheran Church — as we move ever
closer to our joining together to proclaim your Good News and to build a
servant community of healing, hope and new life. Open our hearts and
minds to ever new and vibrant visions of your Church for a new day.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A We remember our beloved dead, who with the great cloud of
witnesses bear witness to your saving grace. Accompany us in our
pilgrimage of faith, that we too place our hope and frust in you.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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A We enfrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of
your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including
the care of those in need.



OFFERTORY HYMN The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing ELW 531
St. 1 and 2

ermemme  The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
531 The Feast Is Ready
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Blessed are you, O God,

source of every qift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

15
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW 193

Holy, Holy, Holy

Great Thanksgiving
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,

hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

We praise you, O God.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,
you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,
and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.
We bless you, O God.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen
O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

18
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on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive
the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.

You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The Meal will be served
continuously. After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of
thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten free wafers
are available as an alternative. Please ask. White grape juice, in the centerring
of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the
life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy
meal!

Come, the feast is ready! Jesus welcomes you!

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW 195

Lamb of God
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Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b, 1948
Music @ 1995 Augsburg Fortress,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

(Please remain seated)

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal
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and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
God all mighty,

God most merciful

+ bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ELW 774

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain
Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,)
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,)
leaning on the everlasting arms.

2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
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oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

3 What have | to dread, what have | fo fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?2
| have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, September 15, 2024
Presiding Minister: Rev. Geoff Sinibaldo

Musician: Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music
Assisting Minister: Jill Little

Lector: Matt Girard

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Donald Millbrandt, Bill Golden, Kathy Golden
Altar Guild: Denise Martin

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.



THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Monday, September 16, 2024
4:00 p.m. Kids Choir

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale
Tuesday, September 17, 2024
6:45 p.m. Hand Bell Choir

7:30 p.m. Voice Choir
Wednesday, September 18, 2024
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

Thursday, September 19, 2024
7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)
Saturday, September 21, 2024
8:00 a.m. CT St Button Society

Sunday, September 22, 2024; 18th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)

10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT
1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Church Phone: 860.583.5809
Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone: 860.857.9362

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music
Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator
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